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Old Kingdom (2700 to 2150 BCE)



  

Middle Kingdom (2000 to 1650 BCE)



  



  

Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World



  

Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World



  

Great Pyramid 
Of Khufu (Cheops)

● 500 ft tall
● 2 million bricks



  

Great Pyramid 
Of Khufu (Cheops)



  



  

How were they built?



  

How were they built?



  

Limestone



  

Gypsum



  

Copper



  

Cedar wood



  

Grain



  



  

Quarrying



  

Quarrying



  

From the tomb of Thuthotep at Deir el-Bersha (Middle Kingdom)



  

Quarrying



  

Transportation of stone



  

Preparing the site



  



  

Placement of stones



  

Placement of stones



  

Placement of stones



  

Placement of stones



  

Topping it off



  

How much arithmetic did it take?



  

How did they work together?



  



  



  



  



  

What did the pyramid symbolize?



  

What did the pyramid symbolize?



  

What did the pyramid symbolize?



  

A brief tour of the pyramids



  

Step Pyramid of Djoser



  



  



  



  



  

Meidum Pyramid of Sneferu



  



  



  

Bent pyramid of Sneferu



  



  

Red pyramid of Sneferu



  



  



  



  

Great Pyramid of Khufu



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Pyramid of Khafre



  



  



  



  



  

Pyramid of Unas



  



  



  

The Pyramid Texts

The sky’s doorway has been opened,
The Cool Waters’ door has been pulled open
For Horus of the gods at daybreak,
That he might emerge into the Marsh of Reeds
And become clean in the Marsh of Reeds.



  



  



  

The Pyramid Texts

Unas! You have not gone away dead,
You have gone away alive!
Sit on Osiris’ chair, with your baton in your arm,
Govern the living!
With your lotus scepter in your arm,
Govern those of the inaccessible places!



  



  

The Pyramid Texts

The sky’s two reedfloats have been set for the Sun,
That he might cross on them to the Horizon.

The sky’s two reedfloats have been set for Horus,
That he might cross on them to where the Sun is.

The sky’s two reedfloats have been set for Unas,
That he might cross on them to where Horus is,
To where the Sun is.



  



  

The Pyramid Texts

The sky has grown cloudy,
The stars obscured,
The sky’s arcs have quaked,
The horizon’s bones shaken,
And those who move have grown still,
Having seen Unas rising as Ba, 
As the god who lives on his fathers
And feeds on his mothers.
Unas is the one who eats people and lives on gods…
Unas is the one who eats their magic...



  



  

Nubian pyramids at Meroe



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Khaemwaset, son of Ramesses II



  

Herodotus (485-426 BCE)



  

Josephus (37 – 100 CE)



  

The Arabian Nights



  

St. Mark’s,
Venice



  

The Renaissance View



  

John Greaves (1602-52)



  

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)



  Jean-Léon Gérôme, Napoleon devant le Sphinx (1867-1868)
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