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The Nile as part of the Egyptian worldview 
1. Egypt is taken care of by the gods/universe ( < the 

rich soil which comes from the inundation)
2. Egypt is the center of the universe (< no other part of 

the world has something similar)
3. The universe is characterized by a cyclical process 

of birth and death (< the regularity of the inundation)
4. Egypt is divided into two parts: 

Lower (north)
Upper (south)

Memphis (star), the ancient capital, is at the boundary









Nun





Atum



Bennu bird



Left to right: Re, Atum, Shu, Tefnut, Geb, Nut, Osiris, Isis, Tutankhamun (as Horus)

The Ennead (“group of nine”) – Atum’s offspring



Heka (magic)
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Nut – the sky goddess

Covered with stars

Female

The horizon is her toes 
and finger tips touching 
the ground

Nut
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Nut – the sky goddess
Geb – the earth god

Covered with reeds

Male

Geb
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Nut – the sky goddess
Geb – the earth god
Re – the sun god

Gives the ankh sign to 
the nose of Nut: the gift 
of life

Carries ankh signs on 
arms

Re
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Nut – the sky goddess
Geb – the earth god
Re – the sun god
Horus – the falcon god

Represents the Egyptian 
king (pharaoh)

Called “Lord of the Sky”

Stands before a feather – the hieroglyph for “truth and order” (ma’at)

Horus
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Nut – the sky goddess
Geb – the earth god
Re – the sun god
Horus – the falcon god
Shu – the air god

Represented in name 
only (to the right of the 
sun)

The ma’at feathers 
before Horus do “double
duty” for him

Shu
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The Morning Bark (left)
The Evening Bark (right)

Carrying:
Re – the sun god
Ma’at – Truth & Order
Heka – Magic

Maat

Re-Horakhty

Heka



Apep



Apep



The Book of the Heavenly Cow



…







Image accompanying the myth in the tomb of 
Seti I

Modern drawing of the 
image
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Pharaoh Akhenaten and Aten





















Osiris, Isis, Horus, and Seth



SethHorus



Wedjat eye /
Eye of Horus



Osiris IsisNepthys
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